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Levi Holds No President

May Order Assassination
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- -8peclal to The
WASHINGTON, June 8-—At-
‘torney General Edward H. Levi
said today that it was not with-
in the constitutional authority
of the President of the United
States to order the assassina-
tion of foreign heads of state,
The question of the full ex-
tent of the President’s implied
constitutional powers, Mr. Levi
cautioned, is a “complicated”
one, and he suggested- that ex-
tenuating factors influencing
the national security would
have to be taken into account.
But he declared, “I think it
is important in terms of the
morality of our country, our
way of life and the.things we
believe in, to say that it really
is beyond the power of the
President to order assassina-
tion.” A T
The Attorney General em-
phasized that he was not sug-
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whose Administrations the pos-
sibility- of such--assassination

ered, "had’ violated state or
Federal laws. “A consideration
of alternatives is not the same
thing as ordering the viola-
tion,” he said.

‘Wait and See’ Attitud

But he left open the questioﬁ

leaders who might have been
involved in drawing up andf
attempting to implement such
schemes might be subjected to.
a criminal investigation by the

Justice Department.

would depend on “how many
steps were taken,” and to what|
extent the -plots went beyond
“the’ talking stage,” ’

The Department of Justice,

gesting that Presidents Eisen-)
hower and Kennedy, under

he said, would “wait and see”

]

plots was reportedly consid-

of whether any of the living['

'subordinates of the two dead

'tempts at foreign assassina-, ¢
i 8 {lated- by C.LA. employes in
3

That prospect, Mr. Levi said,’ |

J-

from dif
ing the'R
before the possibility of legal
action against Central Intelli-
gence Agency officials or oth-
ers- was considered.

Mr. Levi also disclosed, un-
der questioping on the AB
television program “Issues and
Answers,” that he had not yet
received a copy of the report
of .the President’s commission
looking into allegedly illegal
C.LA. activities, headed by Vice
President Rockefeller..

But_he added that he_was
“quite sure that any material!
which will be relevant on. a!
‘violation of law will be given:
“'to the Department of Jusiice.”

President Ford is expected
to announce at a news con-
ference scheduled for 7:30
‘P.M. Eastern daylight time to-|
‘morrow that nie will release to

!

the public those portions ofj

-the 300-page report that do not
deal " with alleged official at-

‘tions, ) ,
Administration officials have
suggested that the chapter oy
what reportedly were C.IA.-in-
spired schemes to assassinate
Premier Cactro of Cuba and
possibly other foreign leaders,
might be turned over by Mr
Ford to a Senate select commit-
tee that is inquiring inte Amer-
jcan Intelligence operations,

concluded its five-month inves-
tigation of the C.IA.’s domestic’
activities and the purported at-
tempts at assassination early
last week, The panel’s full re-’
‘port was handed to Mr. Ford by.
the Vice President on Friday.
Mr. Ford's decision not to re-
lease the material on assassina-:
tion attempts, the facet of the

investigation that has provoked:

the most public cormment thus!
far, came as aa surprise to’
‘many who had been following.
‘the commission's activities.
Frank Mankiewicz and Adam.

Levy
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!\ what evidence on the topic Ofﬁlbrother, who served as his ‘At
| assassindtions was forthcominglitorney General, . i
ferent. sources, includ-.!
ockefeller commission, !

¢’ men.

i inal investigation.

The Rockefeller commission: o Lo
The Rockefeller. commis i familiar with its general focus
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Mr. Mankiewicz and Mr.|
"Walinsky said that Mr, Ford's
idecision against making public;
-the assassination material was:
:*a hit and run smear” on the
‘reputations of the two dead

!

A spokesman for Open
-America, a self-styled public
‘interest group in Washington,
;made a formal request yester-
iday for the full report. The
irequest was made in accord-
rance with the Freedom o0
!Information Act.

The Attorney General said
.today that his response to such
ia request would depend “on the
-nature of what is in the re-
‘port,” and that it would not be
turned over under the' Frezdom
of Information Act if its con-
tents bore on an ongoing crim-

The Justice Department, at
President Ford's request, has
been looking into the possibility
that Federal statutes were vio-

connection with some of the
agency’s recently disclosed ac-
tivities directed at Americar};
citizens, such as the opening of
mail, domestic wiretapping
and the monitoring of political
dissent.

Mr. Levi declined to say to
day at what stage that investi-
gation stood, but Justice De-
partment officials who are

!

have sald that little, if any,
clearcut evidence of criminal
wrongdoing by CILA. agents
has thus far been uncovered.
On a related issue, Mr. Levi
suggested that he might be in-
clined to permit investigators
for the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence Activities to
examine “raw,” or unevaluated,
file of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation if he was con-f
vinced that their confidentiality
could be protected. .
The - Attorney General has
previously cied refusals by his

Walinsky, two former aides to
the late Robert F, Kennedy, ac-:
cused thz commission’s staff’
today of having “hinted. leaked,;
winked and alleged” that C.LA,
plots to assassinate Mr. Castro
had bheen ‘“countenanced or:

even authorized and approved” i

by President Kennedy or his

‘predecessors to make such files

'available ‘to” committees of
iCongress in’ expressing his
‘concern about the Justice De-
ipartment’s . responsibility  to
auard against their unauthor-
ized disclosure.
i Mr. Levi reiterated, teday,
‘however, that ha had refused
‘a request from a House judici~;
ary subcommittee that auditors.
for.. the = General Accounting
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Office be permitted to examine!
the F.B.L's intelligence files on’
a random basis, so as to gauge!
their contents.
e would “seriously con-
wider,” he said, such a request
from the Senate select commit-:
tee or another body for such:
4@@1@0@?&'33‘5 forthcorming,’
) dM™ I don't know:
whether they are going to de-
mand to see the raw files'
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